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CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 12459 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, NI, US 

REF: STATE 294635 

1. WE APPRECIATE REFTEL GUIDANCE REGARDING U.S. PUBLIC 
POSITION ON DEVELOPMENTS IN ANGOLA. 

2. PROPOSED RESPONSE TO QUESTION ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN SEARCH 
FOR U.S. BACKING OF SA INVOLVEMENT IN ANGOLA (REFTEL PARA- 
GRAPH SEVEN) IS PERHAPS THE BEST WE CAN PRODUCE IN THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES. HOWEVER. STATEMENT THAT WE HAVE NOT 
"INITIATED" ANY DISCUSSIONS LEAVES MOOT WHETHER ANY DISCUSSIONS 
HAVE IN FACT BEEN HELD. WHEN WE SAY WE HAVE NO PLANS TO 
INITIATE ANY DISCUSSIONS, WE ARE APT TO PRODUCE THE QUESTION 
WHY WE REFUSE TO TALK WITH SOUTH AFRICA ABOUT ITS INVOLVEMENT. 
WE WOULD ACCORDINGLY FIND MOST USEFUL ANY GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT 
COULD PROVIDE FOR USE IN RESPONSE TO FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

WHY HAS USG FAILED CONDEMN SOUTH AFRICAN INTERVENTION IN 
ANGOLA AS IT HAS SOVIET AND CUBAN INVOLVEMENT? DOES U.S. 
REFERENCE TO "EXTRA-CONTINENTIAL" INTERFERENCE MEAN U.S. TURNS 
BLIND EYE TO ROLE OF ZAIRE AND SOUTH AFRICA? 
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